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Year 5/6 – (Cycle A 2022-23) 

Autumn 

Singing: 

Crucial Knowledge  Expanded Knowledge  Intent/Prove 

• Music is vocal or instrumental sounds 
combined to make a tune. 

• Singing is to perform songs or tunes using our 
voices. 

• Listening is thinking about the sounds you 
hear. 

• Composing is to write or create a piece of 
work. 

• Instruments are anything designed to make a 
musical sound. 

• Lyrics are the words of a song. 
• The structure of a piece of music, is how it is 

put together. 
• Pitch is how high or low a sound is. 
•  Solo is when someone sings or plays an 

instrument on their own. 
• An ensemble is when a group of people 

perform together. 

• Projection is the ability to be heard by the 
audience.  

• The range refers to the notes that a given 
performer can sing comfortably. 

• A round is a tune where the melody is sung in 
two or more voices. After the first voice 
begins, the next voice starts singing after a 
couple of measures are played in the 
preceding voice. All parts repeat continuously. 

• Crescendo Gradually getting louder. 
• Diminuendo Gradually getting quieter. 
• Call and response 2 phrases, the second 

responding to the first. 

Performance of songs during Christmas 
pantomime performance. 
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Spring 

Instrumental Music:  

Crucial Knowledge  Expanded Knowledge  Intent/Prove 

• Music is vocal or instrumental sounds 
combined to make a tune. 

• Singing is to perform songs or tunes using our 
voices  

• Listening is thinking about the sounds you 
hear. 

• Composing is to write or create a piece of 
work. 

• Instruments are anything designed to make a 
musical sound. 

• Tuned instrument is an instrument that plays 
set notes e.g. piano. 

• Un-tuned instrument is an instrument that 
does not play set notes e.g. drums. 

• There are four main instrument 
families: strings, woodwind, brass and 
percussion. 

• Brass instruments are made of brass or some 
other metal and make sound when air is 
blown inside. 

• Percussion instruments make sounds when 
they are hit, such as a drum or a tambourine. 

• String instruments create a unique sound 
when the strings of the instrument vibrate 
from being plucked, bowed, or struck. 

• Woodwind instruments produce sound when 
air (wind) is blown inside which causes the 
air to vibrate inside. 

 

• Brass instruments include trumpet, trombone, 
tuba, French horn, cornet, and bugle. 

• Percussion instruments include drums, 
cymbals, triangle, chimes, tam-tam, 
glockenspiel, timpani, bells, and xylophone. 

• Stringed instruments include the violin, viola, 
cello, bass, harp, and dulcimer. 

• Woodwind instruments include flute, piccolo, 
clarinet, recorder, bassoon, and oboe. 

• Listen to and identify instruments used in in a 
series of music throughout History. 
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Summer 

African Music: 

Crucial Knowledge  Expanded Knowledge  Intent/Prove 

• Music is vocal or instrumental sounds 
combined to make a tune. 

• Singing is to perform songs or tunes using our 
voices  

• Listening is thinking about the sounds you 
hear. 

• Composing is to write or create a piece of 
work. 

• Instruments are anything designed to make a 
musical sound. 

• Tuned instrument is an instrument that plays 
set notes e.g. piano. 

• Un-tuned instrument is an instrument that 
does not play set notes e.g. drums. 

• Rhythm is a strong regular repeated pattern. 
• Tempo is the speed of the music. 
• Beat is a measure of the pulse. 
• Pulse is steady beat like a ticking clock or 

your heartbeat. 
• Pitch is a highness or lowness of a sound. 

 

• Every African community has its own music.  
• The traditional music created by Africa’s 

many peoples has always formed an 
important part of everyday life on the 
continent. 

• African music is used for social and 
ceremonial purposes. 

• People also make music for fun or to relax.  
• Some kinds of music are made especially for 

dancing 
• A wide variety of musical instruments are 

used in Africa.  
• They include percussion instruments, stringed 

instruments, and wind instruments. 

• Listen to and identify instruments used in 
African music. 

• Perform a piece of African music.  

 


